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home, as he pleases. This practice is not confined to the
Saturdays mentioned above, but may obtain whenever the
dead are especially commemorated.
These oblations furnished by the people in commemora-
tion must not be confused with the large loaves brought
to the church on the saint's day of some worshipper, who
by giving notice of. his intention "pre-empts the feast/'
For example, in a given church there may be several men
by the name of Thomas, but only one can celebrate Saint
Thomas's day in this way. The loaves, which are some-
times eighteen inches across, are stamped in the centre
with a seal of the usual form, but of larger size, while five
smaller stamps appear around the circumference. They
do not bear the name oblation. All five are blessed by the
priest at an especial service in the nave, but no portions of
them are consecrated. One loaf may be taken by the priest
for himself, one by the sexton, another may be broken up
for distribution after the service, and the other two may
be returned to the man keeping the feast to take home, as
a blessing. A Beyrout priest tells me that this practice is
now moribund.
The preparation of the elements in the Syrian Church
is conducted in the southern part of the sanctuary. The
elaborate ceremony above described, including the cutting
out and sacrificing of the seal and the arrangement of the
commemorative portions of the broad around it on flu* paten,
is confined to the Holy Orthodox Church and to its deriva-
tive the Greek Catholic. For the commemoration of the
living and the dead in the Syrian and Maronite liturgies,
no such symbolism is used. In the Jacobite elm relics in
Mardin, just before the commemoration the priest advances
to the door of the sanctuary and reads from a list, those*
names for whose mention money has boon paid. Similar
lists are known in the Syrian Catholic* Churches at Hums.
At the time of the commemoration the priest makes the
sign of the cross over the paper and over the paten. In the
Syrian churches, however, the distribution of (he anti-
doron (Syriac: burctho) at the close* of the mass occupies
an even more prominent feature than it does in the-* (Ireek.

